10.32.[64] 16 [Delegation-of Dutiesby-a
¥ D i aion Deyabiotrios
Psyehtatrsts-Assistant] Psychiatric

Assistants

.01 Scope.

This chapter concerns the registration of psychiatrist's assistants before October 1, 1993, and
re-registration and discipline of psychiatrist's assistants currently registered by the Board of
Physicians.

.02 Definitions.

A. In this chapter, the following terms have the meanings indicated.

B. Terms Defined.

an individual applying for initial licensure or registration, renewal, or reinstatement pursuant to
Health Occupations, Titles 14 and 15, Annotated Code of Maryland.

(2) "Board"[rmreans-the-Beard-otPhystetans| has the meaning stated in Health-Occupations
Article §, 14-101, Annotated Code of Maryland.

(3) [=Facitity’-meansa:
teyHespital
o Nurstnrghome:



Medicatofficeof : hintrist]

(3) “Health care facility” has the meaning stated in Health-General Article, §19-114, Annotated
Code of Maryland.

(4) "Psychiatrist" means an individual licensed to practice medicine in Maryland who has
completed the psychiatric residency requirements in a program approved by the American Board
of Psychiatry and Neurology or who has received, or is eligible for, certification by the American
Board of Psychiatry and Neurology.

(5) "Psychiatrist's assistant" means an individual who applied for registration on or before
October 1, 1993, and was registered by the Board to perform medical duties which would
normally be performed by a psychiatrist.

.03 Permitted Assignment of Duties.

A psychiatrist may assign duties which constitute the practice of medicine to a psychiatrist's
assistant in accordance with these regulations.

.04 Standards for Psychiatrist Supervision of Psychiatrist's
Assistants.

A. The psychiatrist shall personally examine, diagnose, and establish a treatment plan for each
patient before assigning a patient to a psychiatrist's assistant.

B. Adequate supervision of a psychiatrist's assistant in the performance of medical acts under
these regulations requires the personal presence of the psychiatrist or the psychiatrist's



participation through telephone contact, chart review, or other means as approved by the Board,
or all of the above.

C. Adequate supervision does not necessarily require on-site supervision in all cases.

D. When in the performance of his medical duties, a psychiatrist's assistant finds a significant,
new undiagnosed condition or a significant change in an existing diagnosed illness, the
psychiatrist's assistant shall immediately apprise the supervising psychiatrist of the condition or
change. The supervising psychiatrist shall then direct appropriate treatment and shall be available
to promptly attend the patient.

E. A psychiatrist may not employ more than two full-time psychiatrist's assistants in a non
institutional practice.

.05 Registration and Re-registration.

A. After October 1, 1993, the Board may not accept or approve any application for registration.

B. An individual who has been registered by the Board as a psychiatrist's assistant pursuant to
this chapter shall renew the registration every 2 years on the date specified by the Board by
re-registration and payment of the appropriate fees. A registrant shall meet all the requirements
of this chapter at re-registration.

C. A psychiatrist's assistant shall notify the Board in writing of a change in the psychiatrist’s
assistant name or address within [68] 30 days after the change.

D. Notice of the required re-registration shall be given by the Board to the psychiatrist's assistant
at the address as shown on the records of the Board.

E. The psychiatrist's assistant shall complete this re-registration by the date specified by the
Board.

F. If a psychiatrist's assistant does not receive notice of re-registration it shall be the
responsibility of the psychiatrist’s assistant to contact the Board in order to complete this
re-registration before the expiration of the current registration.

G. A psychiatrist's assistant whose registration has expired for failure to renew is unregistered. A
registration which has expired shall be considered permanently expired.



H. For purposes of the re-registration, appropriate standards for continuing medical education for
psychiatrist's assistants may be promulgated by the Board.

I. When the registration expires, the approval of duties and supervision becomes invalid.

.06 Approval of Duties and Supervision.

A. When a physician or health care facility and a psychiatrist's assistant have agreed to the
psychiatrist's assistant's employment, the two parties shall provide the Board with a written
application for approval of duties and supervision before the psychiatrist's assistant begins his
duties.

B. A psychiatrist's assistant may not begin employment until a notice of approval of duties and
supervision is issued by the Board to the physician or health care facility and the psychiatrist's
assistant.

C. Application for Approval of Duties and Supervision.

(1) The application shall be made on a form supplied by the Board and shall include:

(a) A complete list and description of the duties to be assigned to the psychiatrist's assistant.

(b) A detailed description of the supervisory relationship between the psychiatrist and the
psychiatrist's assistant or the psychiatrists in a health care facility and the psychiatrist's assistant.

The description of the supervisory relationship shall include a schedule of patient reviews.

(2) Health care facility |Faethty] employers of psychiatrist's assistants shall submit to the Board
for approval:

(a) The name of a principal psychiatrist who will be responsible for the assigned duties and
supervision of all psychiatrist's assistants;

(b) The total number of psychiatrist's assistants to be employed.
(3) The application shall be signed by the psychiatrist and the psychiatrist's assistant or, if a

health care facility, by the principal psychiatrist and all supervising psychiatrists and the
psychiatrist's assistant.



D. The Board shall notify the psychiatrist's assistant and the psychiatrist or facility of its
approval or disapproval of the duties and supervisory relationship within 60 days of receipt of
the notice of employment.

E. The Board may approve an application in whole or in part, based upon the applicant's
education and experience.

F. The Board shall have the authority to review the practice and supervisory relationship of a
psychiatrist's assistant and psychiatrist or sealth care facility's psychiatrist at any time for
conformance with these regulations.

.07 Termination of Employment.

Notice shall be given to the Board by the psychiatrist or the health care facility and the
psychiatrist's assistant within 10 days of termination of employment.

.08 Responsibility of the Psychiatrist.

A. A record of patient reviews with the psychiatrist's assistant shall be kept on file and shall
include a summary of the psychiatrist's observations and recommendations.

B. A psychiatrist may not assign the ultimate responsibility for diagnosis or therapy to a
psychiatrist's assistant.

C. Notwithstanding any provision contained in these regulations, a psychiatrist may not assign to
a psychiatrist's assistant the duty of independently prescribing or dispensing drugs.

.09 Psychiatrist's Responsibility to Patient not to be Limited by
Assignment.
When the Board approves a psychiatrist's assistant's duties and supervisory relationship with a

psychiatrist, that approval does not relieve the psychiatrist from the primary responsibility for the
care and treatment of the patient. Medical services rendered to a patient by a psychiatrist's



assistant shall be, with respect to the obligation of the psychiatrist, the same as if those services
had been rendered directly by the psychiatrist.

'l'l' H

[B] 4. A patient calling or walking in for an appointment shall be clearly notified at that time
whether he will be seeing the psychiatrist or the psychiatrist's assistant.

[€] B. A psychiatrist's assistant may not represent [himseH] themself as a psychiatrist's assistant
in any employment unless an application for approval of duties and supervision has been
approved by the Board.

[B] C. The Board shall maintain a registry of psychiatrist's assistants.

[(42] . 11 Hearings Following Denial of Application or
Re-Registration.

A. If the Board disapproves an application for approval of duties and supervision, it shall give
notice to the applicant and set forth the specific reasons for the denial. The applicant shall have
the right to appear before the Board and be heard.



B. If the applicant desires to be heard, he shall make a written request for a hearing within 10
days of the receipt of the notice of disapproval of his application. The hearing shall be held
within 60 days after the written request has been filed.

C. At the hearing, the applicant may be represented by counsel and may present witnesses and
other evidence on his behalf.

D. The Board shall aftirm, reverse, or modify its previous disapproval and give the applicant
written notice of the action which it has taken within 30 days after the hearing, unless the
applicant agrees to a longer period.
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